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Some 300 leaders of the ecumenical move- 
mt, Geneva civic and church dignitaries and 
ests met in Geneva, Switzerland on a sunny 
me afternoon for the ground-breaking cere- 
ny for the new headquarters building of the 
orld Council of Churches. 

Gathered in the shade of a large blue and 
ite striped tent, the assemblage saw World 
uncii co-president, Protestant Episcopai Bis- 
Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass., turn 
r the first symbolic spadeful of earth on the 
ct site of the chapel in the new building. 
mstruction will begin immediately on the 
,500,000 structure. It is expected to be ready 
occupancy in mid-1963. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, Central 
mmittee chairman, described the ground- 
aking as both “a culmination and a begin- 
g. What is being done today holds the prom- 
of a better future’, he declared. “We enter 
o that future with confidence that the work 
ad will be in accordance with the will of 
a? 

Bishop Sherrill, chairman of the international 
mittee which has raised funds for the build- 
told the audience they were a symbol of 
worldwide membership of the WCC’s 176 
mber churches in more than fifty countries. 
ying tribute to ecumenical leaders of the past, 
declared, “today we are surrounded by a 
at cloud of witnesses.” 
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A scale model of the interior of the chapel of the 
new headquarters’ building of the World Council 
of Churches. The chapel, rectangular in shape, is 
located on the ground floor and is an integral part 
of the main block which will house an entrance 
hall, conference rooms and exhibition area. The 
altar and cross are placed before a background 
design of tinted and stained glass. At the entrance 
is a stylized symbol of baptism signifying that all 
Christians are united in baptism. 


He described the new building as “a great 
tribute to the growth of the activities of the 
World Council” which, he said, “at one time 
could have been contained under the hat of 
(general secretary) Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. 
Today we have come to the point where new 
accommodations are required”. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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CANADIAN LAYMAN 
JOINS WCC STAFF 


A Canadian layman who has headed the 
men’s work of the United Church of Canada 
for the past ten years has been named execu- 
tive secretary of the 
Department on the 
Laity of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Mr. Raiph C. 
Young of Toronto 
has been appointed 
to the post to suc- 
ceed the Rev. Hans- 
Ruedi Weber, who 
will become associate 
director of the 
WCC’'s Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, 
near Geneva. The ap- 
pointment is effec- 
tive November 1. 


Mr. Young has served since 1951 as secre- 
tary of the United Church’s Board of Men. 
Earlier he was with the Maritime Religious Edu- 
cation Council as Boys’ Work Secretary from 
1936 to 1940, and as its general secretary from 
1945 to 1950. In the intervening five years he 
was YMCA Secretary in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
and Edmonton, Alberta. For three years earlier 
he taught school in rural Nova Scotia. 


Mr. Young is a member of the executive body 
of the Canadian Council of Churches and has 
been chairman of its Committee on the Work 
of the Laity. Since 1954 he has served as a mem- 
ber of the WCC’s Department on the Laity. He 
has studied at Mount Allison University, Sack- 
ville, New Brunswick and Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 


In his new position Mr. Young will head a 
program which emphasizes the role of the laity 
in the churches by fostering theological study 
on the ministry of the | laity and assisting exist- 
ing lay movements and institutes and the WCC’s 
176 member churches through visits, publica- 
tions and consultations. 


NEW HEADQUARTERS 


(Continued from page 1) 


Bishop Sherrill took issue in his brief ta 
with “those who say it is not spiritual to buil 
a building. This seems to me clear nonsense 
he declared. “It is not spiritual to use inadequa 
quarters when we can do so much more adi 
quate work if we have the tools with which t 
labor. 


“We must have a chapel for the World Cou 
cil not only for the staff, but as a symbd 
throughout the whole world that our prima 
duty is to worship God in Christ. We need 
library because the literature of the ecumenics 
movement is growing constantly and becaus 
we need a center of Christian scholarship, an 
we need adequate meeting rooms. 


Bishop Sherrill stressed that, while there ha 
been substantial gifts from some quarters, mat 
of the smaller WCC member churches ha 
sacrificed to make their contribution. He mex 
tioned particularly the Evangelical Church ¢ 
Spain, which raised $234 in collections tak 
in its local congregations. 

WCC headquarters at present are located { 
converted chalets with overflow offices in for 
wooden barracks. 


YOUTH AT ANN ARBOR 


A midwestern campus is the setting for ¢ 
unique interdenominational youth meeting 
About 2000 young people from the U.S. am 
Canada will gather on the campus of the Url 
versity of Michigan for the North Americ 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly, August 16-23. 


Twelve national denominational youth bodi 
are meeting concurrently with the assembly. Ti 
conference is sponsored by the National, Cani 
dian, and World Councils of Churches wii 
the World Council of Christian Education. 


Participants come from a very wide spectrul 
of cultural background, theological opinion, i! 
tellectual and emotional maturity. The Rev. Jolt 
Wood, conference organizer, says, “In all of th 
amazing variety of thought and behavior we a) 
not so much called upon to criticize as to liste 
with discernment for what God may be sayiti 
in, to, and through us.” 
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EW STAFF MEMBERS 


} The appointment of the Rev. Hallam Shor- 
bck, Jr., as secretary for Asia of the Division 
i Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of 
thurches has been announced in Geneva. He 
las served as executive director of Korean 
Hhurch World Service with headquarters in 
oul for the past three years. Earlier he was for 
ive years (1953-58) director of Japan Church 
World Service. 


} In his new position Mr. Shorrock will oversee 
he inter-church projects in Asia supported by 
he WCC’s 178 member churches. The Council 
§ currently asking the churches for aid totaling 
Bore than $452,000 for a wide variety of 
mojects in Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Japan, 
sorea, Malaya, West Pakistan and Taiwan. 


§ These include a residential school for mentally 
Rtarded children in Ceylon, an amputee re- 
bilitation project in Korea, a TB control pro- 
tam in West Pakistan, and an assistance pro- 
fam for college students in Hong Kong. 


An ordained minister of the Christian Church 
pDisciples of Christ), Mr. Shorrock is a native 
© Seattle, Washington. He is a graduate of the 
iniversity of Washington and of Yale Divinity 
hool. Before taking over the CWS post in 
jpan he was a missionary of his church in 
tokyo from 1947 to 1953. 


he World Council’s new secretary for evangelism, 
'. Hans Jochen Margull, is shown with his 
tedecessor, the Rey. D. T. Niles of Ceylon, and 
ishop Emilian, representative of the Ecumenical 
atriarchate at W.C.C. headquarters. 


The Rey. Hallam Shorrock of the U.S.A. has been 
named the new secretary for Asia in the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches. 


A German theologian and former leader of 
the German Student Christian Movement has 
been named executive secretary of the Depart- 
ment on Evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches. He is Dr. Hans Jochen Margull, 35, 
of the theological faculty of the University of 
Hamburg. 


Dr. Margull has been university assistant at 
Hamburg for the past five years and during 1960 
was a lecturer in missions and ecumenics at the 
University. Earlier he was for two years (1953- 
1955) the study secretary of the German Stu- 
dent Christian Movement. 


Dr. Margull received his doctorate degree in 
theology from Hamburg University in 1958, 
and his Master of Sacred Theology degree from 
The Biblical Seminary in New York in 1950. 
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A best seller in the religious publishing field this WCC Executive Condemns 
year is the preparatory assembly study booklet, 


“Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.” More than Portugal's Angola Policy 
half-a-million copies have been printed in 33 lan- 


uages. The figure may rise to a million. Have you ; 5 ; r zi 
oe study pean ie your church? The reel are The Executive Committee of the World Cou 


is available from the New York office for $.50. cil of Churches at its June meeting in Geneq 
called upon the government of Portugal “to 13 
frain from deliberate action involving deaid 
and maiming of thousands of Africans” 
Angola. 
The Committee declared that Portugal “we 
inevitably forfeit sympathy and respect of othif 
nations” if it continues its present policy. | 
appealed to the government of Portugal-"t 
the name of humanity and Christian principls 
so long professed in Portugal” to change d 
methods. The statement deplores " mounting ex4 
dence of the rapidly deteriorating situation. 
The World Council's Executive Commitr4 
said that the attacks of the Portuguese in A 
gola were particularly directed against thos 
with education and the gift of leadership. 
These attacks, the Committee declared, 
volve women and children and widespread & 
struction of property. The executive grou 
reafirmed a statement issued earlier by th 
Commission of the Churches on Internation 
Affairs, a joint agency of the W.C.C. and th 
International Missionary Council calling fi! 
recognition of the legitimate rights of the peop 
MOG ae of Angola to determine their political future. : 
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EVANSTON TO NEW DELHI” 


| 
)The history of the World Council of Churches 
iring the past seven years is the subject of a 


book. 


fEntitled “Evanston to New Delhi’, the 288- 
ige volume records the development and pro- 
Ams of the organization in the years between 
} second assembly held in Evanston, Illinois in 
54 and the third assembly which begins in 
mw Delhi, India, this fall. It sells for $2 plus 
rage. 


}Accompanying the English language edition, 
hich was sent to all Assembly participants, was 
ompanion piece—the 47-page Report of the 
ternational Missionary Council. This is priced 
$.50. (Both volumes are available from the 
ew York office.) 


sThe integration of the two bodies is expected 
be one of the major actions of the opening 
sion of the Third Assembly 


fhe World Council volume includes a fore- 
rd by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
‘CC Central Committee’ chairman, and an 
ilogue by Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
eretary. The eleven chapters trace the history 
id activities of the WCC’s divisions, depart- 
ents and other units between the two assem- 
‘es. A section of appendices totaling nearly 
pages includes 23 of the most important 
kumens and reports issued by the World 
buncil of Churches during the seven year 
tiod. 
(The Council, since its founding in 1948, has 
come “an indispensable part of the life of its 
ember churches,” the general secretary notes. 


At is true, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft writes, that “the 
lurches in their togetherness in the Council 
bresent something else and something more 
an the sum total of the individual churches. 


“It is not so,” he adds, “that the churches to- 
ther in the Council have nothing to add be- 
nd what the churches individually can and 
say to themselves. There are things which 
e Spirit says to the churches when they sub- 
it themselves to the revealed truth of God. 
then the churches speak and act together there 
that ‘plus’, that new dimension which be- 
igs to the mystery of the Church’s unity and 


SINCE, NOON 


0 0 0 0 ] 0 HAVE DIED 
ULD HAVE LIVED 


WES FOOD 10 THETA 
E ROMELESS AND IK 
: THEMSELYES - 


A Deathometer, which recorded the seconds be- 
tween each death from hunger and TB some- 
where in the world, was featured in Britain’s 
Christian Aid Week, the churches’ fund-raising 
effort on behalf of the world’s needy. Erected in 
Piccadilly, Manchester, the heart of England’s 
third largest city, the meter was 12 feet high and 
had a face 6 feet in diameter. 


fellowship and through which the divine truth 
is seen in fuller proportion.” 


The International Missionary Council book 
opens with an historical introduction followed 
by seven sections including one on the develop- 
ments of national and regional cooperation in 
missions in nine different areas of the world. 
It also reviews the International Missionary 
Council’s program in study, research and pub- 
lications and its special tasks including the 
Theological Education Fund, study centers, the 
study of the expansion of Islam in Africa and 
the study of ways to meet the problems created 
by the rapid urbanization in some African coun- 
tries. 
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TWO WORLD BODIES 
TO UNITE AT DELHI 


A major step forward in the search for Chris- 
tian unity is expected to be taken in the open- 
ing session of the third assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, November 18-December 
6, in New Delhi, India. The Assembly theme is 
“Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.” 


The action will come when delegates are asked 
to approve plans for the integration of the 
World Council and the International Missionary 
Council. The required majority of the IMC’s 
member councils have already approved inte- 
gration. 


The historic event will unite into one organi- 
zation the two main bodies through which the 
search for unity has been crystallized in this 
generation. The International Missionary Coun- 
cil issued from the famous Edinburgh Confer- 
ence of 1910. The World Council of Churches 
came into being in 1948. 

The long range effect of the action will be an 
intensification of the concern for the church's 
missionary task in the program of the World 
Council through which member churches of the 
Anglican, Orthodox, Old Catholic and Protes- 
tant confessions representing a large majority 
of the world’s non-Roman Catholic Christians 
carry on cooperative work. 

Its immediate practical effect will be to inte- 
grate the work of the IMC’s 35 national Chris- 
tian councils and national missionary councils 
into the organizational framework of the World 
Council as the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. A new commission will also be 
established. 

There will be a series of six evening meetings 
at the assembly in which addresses will be given 
by prominent Christian leaders. : 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 176 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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The site of the third assembly is New Del 
Vigynan Bhavan Hall, where Christian leac 
from around the world will gather to chart 
course of Christian unity. 


"Winds of Change" Demand 
Revolutionary Changes 


The “winds of change” sweeping across 
world’s underdeveloped countries have brou 
demands for revolutionary changes in the tr 
tional patterns of church work in these areas 


What form these new patterns should take 
been the subject of an intensive six-year st 
by the World Council of Churches. 

Its answer is a new program—SASP or § 
cialized Assistance for Social Projects. Its 
ject is to help the churches in these count 
act more effectively in meeting the demands 
their new situations. Its effect could result 
radical shifts in program in the churches’ m 
istry to human need. 


Plans for the program, authorized by 
WCC's Executive Committee, were repot 
with the announcement that a total of $100, 
each year is sought for the next three years 
get it underway. 

The work in each country will be undertal 
only at the request of the indigenous churc 
The goal will be to provide the necessary tr. 
ing for local leaders as quickly as possible 
that they can take over and the “outside” 
sonnel can be released for service elsewhere. 


The SASP proposal grows out of a six-} 


study on “Our Common Christian Respo 
bility toward Areas of Rapid Social Chan 
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